Toppan.Carpenter & COPhilad® & Now

Different Lands/Shared Experiences:
The Emergence of Modern Industrial Society

in Japan and the United States



Different Lands/Shared Experiences:
The Emergence of Modern Industrial Society

in Japan and the United States






Different Lands/Shared Experiences:
The Emergence of Modern Industrial Society

in Japan and the United States
(Nichi-Bei Jitsugyo-shi Kurabe)

An Exhibition Sponsored by the

Shibusawa Memorial Museum

and the

St. Louis Mercantile Library

and

Center for International Studies
at the University of Missouri - St. Louis

Marking 150 Years of US/Japan Relations

2004



Published in conjunction with the exhibition
“Different Lands /Shared Experiences:
The Emergence of Modern Industrial Society in Japan and the United States”
(“Nichi-bei [itsugyo-shi Kurabe”)
organized by the
Shibusawa Ei‘ichi Memorial Foundation,
St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri — St. Louis,
and
The University of Missouri — St. Louis
held at
St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri — St. Louis
from September 9, 2004 to October 2, 2004.

Catalogue edited and published by
Shibusawa Ei‘ichi Memorial Foundation and
St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri — St. Louis

© 2004 by Shibusawa Ei'ichi Memorial Foundation and
St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri — St. Louis

ISBN: 0-9639804-5-9 ¢ LCCN: 2004095952

Printed in St. Louis

The organizers are grateful for
additional funding provided by the

JAPANFOUNDATION



Marking 150 Years of US/Japan Relations

HAX3#1 SORFRSHER

US
JAPAN
I 5 va




ERR—EESHEBERNS D IKRE

COREVEREHEICE>THOTODBHARN. BV ML R =D E5A4) 54TV —, T X—
VRZEY MM AREDBADSH LICABEENET I LEZREEELL, ELARICELET,

BORR—EESMETH2003FEKIC, REEMABREF—2RENCLELL, IhlF ERBERREHE
DEBEZRNCHRR—ZXLS L THBEBShL THEARXEBME OZ2FER(TH#E, BFEOEREE
EOMRICETHXLBEREREZFVHRTELZBIETHOTY, COBMEZBEL. RERERELL
HDRERB=1E, BEEFDERILZICE 2 AL NDRBERNEHATLL, BIAM 5 ZOBYIE
FRFLERBATLED, BRENERERKEFLMVIC, 1HEEFOERL - EE(LLORRKEZ, S—EA4D
REPLIRYIBESCEICE> T, RREVVRASHMELADEESHDZOTEAWS, LHFLT, BMEER
DEHHEALRELICETUOAFHI LWV ELELL,

ZOLORPEHAOHSIARECE DN, REFOERSE, L<ELILBEMZHLRIELHAFTTES
CLERE-OT, REQERBTSLEVWELELE, EWY, B MMM R-R=H2FMIN - 4TS5V
—[CIE, ZOAVI T aVICERTBEOAETAVADORERIV S a0 H Y. THICHTICAKAETE
ColeZEleE, BHVEB>TRETENTEELT., 510, BRTHALTRAET S LE, SESEK
BETRBNRE LS IZHERR—DFERICESDHDTHHYET,

COREBESOREICHIE>TIE, £ ML/ ATOEEEEIHESEL LT, FLREOEXFMAEHE
CRBBEELLT, ZREIRNZVELLEE VL, BERRESCIERGBRZWNCEE, . BX
WIS BXRKZRI SORFLSTRICMATWVELEE L, &L TRHMBLHITET,

2004F9H

HORR—EESHMEEER
HORSEHEEIER
BORHES

Celebrating the Opening of Our Exhibition

I am delighted and honored to present the first exhibition abroad for Shibusawa Memorial Museum in cooper-
ation with the St. Louis Mercantile Library and the University of Missouri at St. Louis.

At Shibusawa Ei’icthi Memorial Foundation, we established the Resource Center for Research on History of
Entrepreneurship in Fall, 2003. The Center is rooted in the spirit of the “Museum of Japanese Business History,”
which was originally conceived to commemorate the legacy of Shibusawa Ei'ichi, the father of Japanese modern
economy. The Center aims to create the cultural and information resources that can be utilized for the studies of
the history of Japanese modern economy. My father, Shibusawa Keizo, who came up with the idea of the Museum
of Japanese Business History and collected materials for it, never forgot the people who had been the driving
force behind the modernization process of Japanese economy. Unfortunately, the plan of this museum was not
realized, but Keizo’s collections help us review the era of industrialization / modernization a century ago from the
vantage point of people at the time. Hoping to gain wisdom and energy that would help us cultivate the future
through such historical explorations, we at the Shibusawa Foundation decided to expand our activities to the
field of business history.

As our foundation developed into a new direction, we found ourselves wishing to share with others how inter-
esting, robust, and universal the business history could be. That is why we decided to hold this exhibition.
Fortunately, the St. Louis Mercantile Library owns a collection on the US business history comparable to our col-
lection. Through both collections, we can take an extensive view of the changes that took place in the two coun-
tries a century ago. The fact that the US and Japan have cooperated to bring out this exhibition is meaningful, as
it follows the footsteps of Shibusawa Ei'ichi who was a bearer of non-governmental diplomatic efforts in so many
ways.

Ir? preparing for this exhibition, the St. Louis Mercantile Library and the University of Missouri at St. Louis have
been great partners, and the Department of Archival Studies at the National Institute of Japanese Literature in
Tokyo a wonderful supporter. I would also like to express my gratitude toward the Japan Foundation for their
generous financial support and toward the Japan-America Society for including our exhibition in the list of events
commemorating the 150th anniversary of US-Japan exchange. I thank you all very much.

September 2004

Shibusawa Masahide
President, Shibusawa Ei’ichi Memorial Foundation
Director, Shibusawa Memorial Museum



A Message from the Chancellor of the
University of Missouri — St. Louis

It is with pleasure that I commend to you the exhibition, “Different Lands/Shared Experiences:
The Emergence of Modern Industrial Society in Japan and the U.S.,” on display, during September 2004, at the
St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri — St. Louis.

This exhibition is jointly sponsored by the University of Missouri — St. Louis and the Shibusawa Ei'ichi
Memorial Foundation of Tokyo. It is a product of the extraordinary collaboration between the Foundation and
the University that has developed in recent years. This partnership led to joint conferences, publications and,
now, this exhibition of historically rich material never before seen either in or outside of Japan.

As we say in our Mission Statement, “Academic programs are enriched ...through partnerships that link the
University of Missouri — St. Louis to communities, institutions and businesses regionally, nationally, and inter-
nationally.” At the core of our teaching, research and outreach efforts about Japan is our partnership with the
Shibusawa Foundation.

The Center for International Studies and the St. Louis Mercantile Library are proud to host this important
exhibition at our University. It provides campus and community audiences with an excellent opportunity to
learn about Japan’s pathway to modernization and to compare and contrast that journey with the U.S. experi-
ence. We are especially pleased that the rich resources of our Mercantile Library can be a vehicle for developing
an understanding of Japan'’s transition to a modern society and economy.

Please enjoy the exhibition.

September 2004

Thomas F. George
Chancellor
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Preface

The “Different Lands/Shared Experiences...”
exhibition combines the energies of two institutions,
the Shibusawa Ei'ichi Memorial Foundation and the
University of Missouri — St. Louis. The University and
the Foundation found each other after Seigo Arai, a
Japanese businessman who had enjoyed great finan-
cial success in the U.S., established the Shibusawa
Ei’ichi — Seigo Arai Professorship in Japanese Studies
at the University of Missouri — St. Louis. Arai, now
deceased, was a great admirer of Shibusawa, one of
the architects of Japan’s modernization in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Arai
believed that Shibusawa Ei'ichi’s ideas remain rele-
vant today and could help revitalize the slumbering
Japanese economy.

Arai’s gift to the University of Missouri — St. Louis
came at the same time as a transition in leadership at
the Foundation, which brought Shibusawa Masahide,
Shibusawa Ei’ichi’s great grandson, to the head of the
organization. Along with the new leadership came a
determination to reinvigorate and internationalize the
activities of the Foundation. Thus began a joint part-
nership between the Foundation and the University.

In the summer of 2003, the Foundation rediscov-
ered the Japanese business history collection of
Shibusawa Keizo, Shibusawa Ei’ichi’s grandson,
which had been in the hands of the Ministry of
Education Archives since 1951. Those archives, now
the National Institute for Japanese Literature, had pre-
served and protected the collection for decades. Few
people, however, had viewed the resources and schol-
ars had not yet begun to study it. Determined to see
the collection made available to the public, the
Shibusawa Memorial Foundation invited the
University of Missouri — St. Louis to exhibit a small
portion of it as a first step toward showing the collec-
tion both in Japan and abroad.

In November 2003 John Hoover, Executive
Director of the St. Louis Mercantile Library at the
University of Missouri — St. Louis and I were invited
to view the collection at the archives of the National
Institute for Japan Literature. We were awestruck by
the depth and breadth of the collection and shared the
Foundation’s enthusiasm to mount an exhibit.

The collection, including wood block prints,
photographs, maps, advertisements, currency, rank-
ing lists, and other artifacts of early Japanese business,
presents a superb opportunity to educate audiences
about Japan’s transition to a modern economy and
society. Indeed, the collection was so rich that it
was difficult to narrow the current exhibition to
six themes.
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The St. Louis Mercantile Library, established by
philanthropists from the business community in
St. Louis in 1846, and relocated in recent years to
the campus of the University of Missouri —
St. Louis as an institution of advanced research,
chronicles the modernization of the U.S., much as
the Keizo Shibusawa collection details the transfor-
mation of Japan. The parallel resources of the
two collections suggested that the St. Louis exhibi-
tion should compare and contrast the development
experiences of both nations. And so the exhibition,
“Different Lands/Shared Experiences: The Emer-
gence of Modern Industrial Society in Japan and
the United States,” was conceived.

The organizers of the exhibition wish to
acknowledge the financial support of the Japan
Foundation. Also, we wish to acknowledge the fol-
lowing institutions that have contributed objects to
this exhibition: the National Institute of Japanese
Literature, the Shibusawa Memorial Museum, the
St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University
of Missouri — St. Louis, Saint Louis University
Museum of Art, and the Bruce and Barbara
Feldacker Labor Art Collection.

Joel Glassman
Associate Provost for International Education
University of Missouri - S5t. Louis
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Aims of the Exhibition

Japan and the United States are two economic
giants of the world today. What were the historical
processes by which they came to possess such
a prominent status? We now know that the social
structure of both nations in the 19th century contained
the elements that enabled their later economic
development.

The 19th century through the beginning of the
20th century was the time during which the founda-
tions of the modern society were laid. The aim of this
exhibition is to compare, through visual materials, the
experiences of the United States and Japan at the time
and how people’s lives were changed due to industri-
alization. We have selected six themes under which
we compare the United States and Japan. As we hold
this exhibition in St. Louis — the base city for the pio-
neers heading for the West — we have chosen the
Japanese equivalent of pioneers as one of our themes:
settlers in Hokkaido. In addition, we have chosen to
focus on Japan’s participation in the St. Louis World
Fair in 1904, as this year is its 100th anniversary.

The first theme is “Development of Frontier
Lines.” In both Japan and the United States, pioneers
ventured into the wilderness in the hope that they
would discover rich resources and land suitable for
agricultural use. We focus on the histories of pioneers
in the American West and of settlers in Hokkaido as
well as in the Tohoku region of Japan. We will com-
pare, between the two countries, the processes by
which the newly reclaimed land was developed into
a city.

The second theme is “Transportation” (railway,
ship, and postal communication). Under this theme,
we examine the process by which a network was
being established between cities to ship goods and
information faster. We compare and contrast between
the United States and Japan how shifting the method
of transport from water to land affected the level of
urban prosperity.

The third theme is “Transition from Crafts to
Industrial Manufacturing.” Paying special attention
to industrial technologies, we examine the process
of modernization in the United States and Japan
as a fusion of the traditional technology and the new
technology.

The fourth theme is “Urban Development.” What
were the factors responsible for the city to prosper?
We explore the relationship between modernization/
industrialization and urbanization.

The fifth theme is “Daily Life.” How did the
waves of modernization/industrialization affect the
people’s daily life? We pursue this theme through
examining what was and what was not changed in
people’s lifestyle.
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The sixth theme is Japan's participation in the 1904
World Fair in St. Louis. We introduce the measures
taken by the Japanese government at the time to cre-
ate a certain image of Japan and to increase the
amount of export of major Japanese products. The US
responses to such measures are also introduced.

The above six themes overlap with what
Shibusawa Keizo was thinking 65 years ago. Keizo - a
grandson of Shibusawa Ei'ichi who built the founda-
tions of Japan as a modern economic society — had an
idea of building the “Museum of Japanese Business
History,” and actually began to collect materials for it.
The museum was conceived more than just to com-
memorate the accomplishments of his grandfather;
Keizo had a vision to introduce the lives of people
who were the driving force behind modernization and
industrialization of Japan. Although the museum was
not materialized, it was our great fortune that Keizo’s
collection had been stored under the good hand of the
National Institute of the Japanese Literature. Thanks
to their generous support, we were able to bring out
this exhibition.

By good fortune, we also discovered that, in the
United States, the St. Louis Mercantile Library owned
the collection that was comparable to ours. This dis-
covery enabled us to look back what the two nations
were like 100 years ago and to explore the roots of
their modernization/industrialization process by
contrasting them.

Finally, let us mention that the Chinese character
we included in the title of this exhibition, #’(“kurabe”
— meaning “contest”), was taken from our unique
nishiki-e collection. Many pieces of nishiki-e in our
collection have this word in their titles, which we
think reflect the social atmosphere at the time — that is,
encouraging competitions to achieve higher goals. We
adopted the word to recreate the atmosphere of the
era. However, please note that we are using this word
not in the sense of “competition” between the United
States and Japan but, rather, in the sense of “contrast-
ing” the experience of the two countries.

As a member of Shibusawa Memorial Museum, I
am delighted to present to you the atmosphere of the
era during which Ei’ichi lived, through the vision and
collections of Keizo, his grandson.

September 2004

Inoue Jun
Associate Director/Curator
Shibusawa Memorial Museum
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Notes and Abbreviations

E &C

In this catalogue as well as the exhibition, all of the Japanese names are presented in Japanese order,
i.e., the surname preceding the given name.

COHAYOTERESICENT, TXTOHAANL, BEKICH, ROIETREN TS,

In rendering Japanese terms, the Hepburn style of Romanization was adopted.

AAREOEEBEF*O—IFETRLTIEECEARABPBEBRAEN TS,

Japanese words appear in Italics.

HBABOHERERA S Y v /BB TRESNTINS,

Abbreviations appear for institutions loaning items to the exhibition as follows:

BEQOMANERURILIER - BAGRE. UTORETREINS,

BBFLAC: The Bruce and Barbara Feldacker Labor Art Collection
TWN—=R&N=NT - Tz WFyvh—-F—b-absar

FF: Collection of Dr. Fred Fausz
by R -TJr7oR@EAAVI 3y

NIJL: National Institute of Japanese Literature
E X R R ERE

SLML: St. Louis Mercantile Library at the University of Missouri — St. Louis
SX-VYKRZEEMVMIRAR, BV MVAR - =H2GA) - S4T5Y—

SMM: Shibusawa Memorial Museum
RSB EIEE

WJCSLU: The Western Jesuit Collection of the Jesuits of the Missouri Province,

Saint Louis University

ML RAKRE, S X-UWAAIXRR, BAFfA T XA 3>
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RS & BAREE BYEN
HMOESE

- HESREE= (1896—1963)
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DItEBEZ6N, REFEREZFEREIR—&
FICERITRDEE S H, HEERIRT (ROE
HiRIT, MEDRE=ZFRTT) . F—HRTZ2E
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Shibusawa Keizo and the
Significance of His Vision of the
Museum of Business History

*Shibusawa Keizo (1896-1963)

Shibusawa Keizo was born in 1896 at Fukagawa,
Tokyo, as a grandson of Shibusawa Ei’ichi who had
built the foundations of modern Japanese economy.
Since his early days, Keizo had been considered as the
heir to Ei'ichi. After graduating from Imperial
University of Tokyo, Keizo began his career in bank-
ing just like his grandfather, and worked for
Yokohama Shokin Bank (later renamed as Tokyo Bank
and, today, Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi) and Dai-ichi
Bank. He was then appointed to the Governor of the
Bank of Japan (1944) and, finally, the Minister of
Finance in the Shidehara Cabinet (1945). He was
active in both political and economic worlds during
Taisho (1912-1926) and Showa (1926-1989) periods.

At the same time, Keizo had strong interest in schol-
arly activities and pursued them with great energy.
While a university student, he and his friends set up a
small museum in the attic above the shed at his home
and named it “Attic Museum.” At first, they displayed
their collections of folk toys, fossils, and what not in the
Attic Museum but, eventually, the place grew into a
salon for young scholars. They collected folk artifacts
and fishing tools that helped them understand people’s
way of life and conducted investigative research of
various localities. Their research resulted in many pub-
lications, which are, to this day, still considered as valu-
able scholarly resources. A patron and supporter of
academe, Keizo made a large financial contribution
when the Japanese Society of Ethnology (Nippon
Minzoku Gakkai, now Japanese Society of Cultural
Anthropology) was being established, and helped lay a
foundation for its research activities.

*Keizo’s Aspirations for Scholarship

The roots of Keizo’s aspirations for scholarship
can be traced back to his childhood. His initial inter-
est in observing and capturing small animals in the
pond at his family residence eventually grew into a
dream of becoming a biologist someday.

A talented observer by nature, Keizo also
obtained the basic research skills through the excel-
lent teachers he had at primary and middle schools,
and he demonstrated them fully in school assign-
ments. Furthermore, he was fortunate to have good
friends with whom he collected minerals and such,
and played at building their own small museum.
Excited by new discoveries he would encounter
through such activities, Keizo’s aspirations for schol-
arship grew stronger and stronger.
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*Keizo’s Dream for Building a Museum

As indicated in his own words, “You must grasp
the nature of everything before theorizing,” Keizo,
once an aspiring biologist, had the tendency to lean
toward the ecological approach. This tendency was
present in his attitude toward scholarship as well; he
positioned himself as a businessman rather than a
scholar and made it his mission “to offer research data
to academe and to support the works of other hard-
working scholars.” Faithful to his principle that he
would not arbitrarily select data but, rather, would
publish as much data as possible, Keizo published a
number of monographs such as Zu-shu Uchiura gyomin
shiryo (1937-1939), a collection of records and docu-
ments of fishing villages in Uchiura, Izu peninsula.

At the same time, Keizo had an idea to open his
collections and research data to the public and
remained interested in museums throughout his life.
His interests in museums were tangible in his “Attic
Museum” or his desire to buiid an open-air museum
in Japan modeled after Skansen Museum in a suburb
of Stockholm he visited during his stay in Europe.
Keizo participated in building quite a few museums —
for example, National Museum of Ethnology, Towada
Science Museum, Ogawara Lake Folklore Museum,
Monkey Center, and Open-air Museum of Old
Japanese Farm Houses. He harbored even more ideas
for possible museums, one of which was the Museum
of Japanese Business History.

*Ideas for the Museum of Japanese Business History

Shibusawa Ei'ichi, the grandfather Keizo adored,
passed away on November 11th, 1931. Due to Ei'ichi’s
will, his real estate was donated to Ryumonsha (now
Shibusawa Ei'ichi Memorial Foundation). In pursuing
Ei'ichi’s will that his real estate be used for the general
public, Keizo’s idea of building “Shibusawa Seien
Memorial Museum of Business History (a.k.a. Museum
of Modern Economic History)” emerged. In his writing
entitled, “One Proposal,” Keizo delineated the following
plan for the museum, which he envisioned as a building
made of reinforced concrete with three stories, basement,
and the total floor space of 2,640 square meters. In addi-
tion, the museum was envisioned to have:

* Seien-Ou Memorial Room — Shows the life trajecto-
ry of Shibusawa Ei’ichi through his personal items,
writings, and photographs, and elucidates the
diversity, versatility, and consistency in his life.

e Modern Economic History Room — Focuses on the
time period from Bunka (1804-18) and Bunsei (1818-
30) eras through the latter years of Meiji era (1868-
1912), during which the most dramatic economic
changes took place in Japanese history. The room
displays the collections crucial to analyzing the
changes and progress of business history.
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e Portraits Room - This room classifies and displays
the portraits and short biographies of the individu-
als who have contributed to building the culture of
modern economy. Men from the fields such as busi-
ness, industry, fishery, engineering, agriculture,
invention, and academe, as well as politicians and
foreigners who have contributed to the develop-
ment of Japanese business are included.

On May 13, 1939, two years after Keizo’s original
plan appeared, a jichin-sai (a Shinto ceremony of puri-
fying the building site) for the Shibusawa Seien
Memorial Museum of Business was held as a part of
the event commemorating the 100th anniversary of
Ei’ichi’s birth. Materials for the museum were collect-
ed between 1937 and 1944, but it intensified after the
ceremony. A preparatory room for the museum was
established inside the head office of Dai-ichi Bank
where the collection of materials was stored.

Unfortunately, the plan for the construction of the
museum had to be postponed due to the economic
control and shortage of building materials during
World War II, but Keizo continued to lead the team in
their effort to collect materials. As a result of Keizo’s
3-year-long stint of buying them, nishiki-e (woodblock
prints), old maps, and banzuke (ranking lists) became
rarely available on the market. The items Keizo col-
lected at the time are as follows:

* Gadgets that were used to manage businesses (for
example, kanban [sign boards], noren [shop cur-
tains], hikifuda [advertisements], choba-goshi [lattice
dividers used at the shop’s front desk], senryo-bako
[money storing box], keys, yatate [portable brush
and ink case], etc.) Total: 5,174 pcs

e Materials regarding the business/industrial man-
agement: pictures — 1,106pcs, photographs — 2,450
pcs, books — approximately 6,000pcs.

* Maps — 350 pcs, banzuke — 257 pcs, the Takemori col-
lection of business-related books — 2,484 pcs, koshi-
hei (old bills) - 7,573 pcs, advertisement — 350 pcs

Regardless of the ever-increasing collections, the
actual construction of the museum was becoming
more and more difficult. In 1942, Keizo was trans-
ferred from Dai-ichi Bank to the Bank of Japan to be
appointed as a vice-governor and, in the following
year, Dai-ichi Bank and Mitsui Bank were merged to
become Teikoku Bank. Because of this, Keizo needed
to find a new storage space for the museum collec-
tions, which prompted him to purchase the residence
of the Sakatani family (relative of the Shibusawa fam-
ily) in 1943. He thought he would eventually make
the Sakatani residence a home for the “Museum of
Japanese Business History,” so he continued to pre-
pare for the opening, obtaining the display cases and
what not.
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Although the collection survived World War II, the
measures taken by the Occupation Forces, namely, the
dismantlement of the zaibatsu (prewar Japanese big
business) and the requisitioning of the Sakatani resi-
dence were enough to collapse the plan of the museum.
In 1951, the Shibusawa Seien Memorial Foundation
(Ryumonsha), to whom Keizo had entrusted the collec-
tion, deposited it in the then Ministry of Education
Archives. The collection was officially donated to the
MoE Archives in 1962; and after some organizational
changes of the Archives, Department of Archival
Studies of the Institute of Japanese Literature (NIJL)
became the owner of the collection and continues to be
in charge of preserving it today.

*Significance of Keizo's Collection

Keizo's collection is significant in the following sens-
es: first, it shows that Keizo had an innovative idea to
delineate an individual’s life — for instance, his grandfa-
ther, Ei'ichi, whom he admired — not only through his
personal accomplishments but also through describing
the uniqueness of the era he lived. It is also notable that
Keizo collected a wide spectrum of museum materials.
He collected items in a uniquely systematic fashion: for
instance, for a targeted occupation, he would collect the
tools people had actually used, pictures and photo-
graphs, various texts including advertisements, and the
related literature. We can also see that Keizo did not for-
get to pay attention to the common people whom he
considered as the driving force behind industrialization.
Instead of fine arts and antiques, he was interested in the
items that were used by the ordinary folks in 1930s, such
items were not the object of collection for museums. It is
also noteworthy that he collected photographs and
graphic magazines, apparently noticing the importance
of photos as a method of documenting how things were
during the time period.

Talking about Keizo’s interest in visual materials,
it is worthwhile to mention that he took notice of
nishiki-e (woodblock prints) as visual documentation
of the pre-photography era. Nishiki-e is commonly
known for the portraits of beautiful women and pop-
ular actors, but Keizo’s nishiki-e collection consists of
the prints with the images of transportation, craft-
making, thriving cities, and people’s daily life. It is
indeed a collection worthy of the name, “Business
History Collection.”

*Keizo’s Collection Today

The proprietor of Keizo's collection, the National
Institute of Japanese Literature, continues their effort
to understand how the collection was built and to
grasp it in its totality. They are aiming to document
and organize the collection and to open it to the pub-
lic as soon as possible. Furthermore, joint research
projects have been planned between Shibusawa
Memorial Museum and other institutions.

Inoue Jun
Associate Director /Curator
Shibusawa Memorial Museum



The Origins of the St. Louis
Mercantile Library at the

University of Missouri —
St. Louis

Founded in 1846, the origins of the St. Louis
Mercantile Library Association are tied to the cultural
and economic history of the development of America.
In the early republic the first public libraries were
often created to serve as centers of learning on many
levels — to present the latest books, journals and news-
papers to be sure, but also to collect and preserve art,
engage in debate and inquiry and to promote all
forms of useful knowledge to an avidly interested and
information-starved citizenry. Civic leaders, mer-
chants, and other philanthropically-minded people
would pool financial contributions through annual
subscription to build these early collections, and such
libraries were called, not only “mercantile” libraries,
but sometimes were known as “athenaeums,” “insti-
tutes,” “society libraries” or “library associations,” all
reflecting their corporate origins.

Very few such early libraries survive in the United
States. Only one, the St. Louis Mercantile Library, due
to the depth and breadth of its collections, has moved
intact from its traditional location to a college campus,
as it did in 1998. This circumstance has allowed the
Mercantile to make its collections accessible to the
widest number of students and scholars.

The earliest of these institutions was founded, by
no less a mercantile and civic leader and, indeed,
founding father of the United States, than Benjamin
Franklin, his being the “Library Company” of
Philadelphia, established in the mid-eighteenth centu-
ry. That institution is the oldest library in the United
States. The St. Louis Mercantile Library is the oldest
library founded west of the Mississippi River.

The first collections of the Mercantile were espe-
cially strong in the current business news and eco-
nomics of the United States, but the collections grew
in science, literature, art, travel and virtually all sub-
jects for a city which came to be known as the cross-
roads of the burgeoning nation. Today; its holdings are
well known nationally as one of the great American
collections on the history of the exploration and set-
tlement of much of America, as well as the history of
transportation — river, rail, roadways, aviation — and
natural history.

The Library was witness in its “gateway” position
to many of the most stirring events of American histo-
ry. Soldiers, scientists, explorers, artists, writers and
business leaders met in its rooms. Such citizens dis-
coursed and studied, and helped create with a far-
sighted outlook documentary collections used by
researchers down to the present day.
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It was in the Mercantile that often state legislators
met. The Library was for a brief time the capital of
Missouri during the American Civil War, and was a
forward thinking, anti-slavery bulwark for the
Unionist cause. Mark Twain, Herman Melville, Ralph
Waldo Emerson and many others lectured to the pop-
ulace here. Travelers and explorers discussed their
findings. Scientists and botanists such as Henry Shaw
made plans for civic improvements that would be the
model for the nation. Musicians from across American
and Europe performed.

One great U.S. senator — a favorite son of Missouri
— Thomas Hart Benton, in 1851 at the Mercantile
Library captured the imagination of a national audi-
ence when he spoke of the economic “Progress of the
Age”. In this speech Benton voiced the famous
American phrase, often repeated, of “Westward the
Course of Empire Leads Its Way” as he pointed dra-
matically to the West, and the then unsettled young
nation. He was referring to the opportunities of
wealth and prosperity this land represented to his
enterprising generation.

The founders of the Mercantile Library were busi-
ness leaders who built steamboat lines and railroad
lines, who traded across the American West and built
an economic empire for the city of St. Louis for over a
century. Their library served to provide information
which now reflects their historic interest in world
trade and a far sighted early global outlook, and is a
hallmark of a past economic heritage. Today the
Mercantile Library can boast of one of the largest
holdings of American railroad history in North
America, coupled with vast collections of rare books,
manuscripts, maps, prints and photographs which are
national and international resources on American
social and cultural achievement.

The Mercantile Library today has grown into a
great center for general history and the humanities.
The institution looks optimistically towards its third
century of service, newly revitalized on the campus of
the University of Missouri — St. Louis, as its curators
and librarians use its collections for not only tradi-
tional research, but for teaching and digital projects.

The St. Louis Mercantile Library Association is
very proud of its status as the grandparent of virtual-
ly all cultural institutions in the American heartland.
Most significantly, the Mercantile finds new relevance
in collaborations with other historically focused insti-
tutions, such as the Shibusawa Museum, wishing to
analyze the historic societal and economic themes of
business and entrepreneurship which still form the
underpinnings of much of its research collections.

John Neal Hoover

Executive Director

St. Louis Mercantile Library

at the University of Missouri — St. Louis

22

SX-UMOEEEIT—H I -S4TS
)—TeEzME. BitHFRRICE—FNICS A
T U—ICMERE L TN BN, FTENEE
ZAEBONEFEICRNTHEREREDEL LY
ELit, £ =2 Bz 2 =2 A
WG4, ST - DHIE—-II—=V 2 E2ND
ZLDEBADPBRSATZY —TRBBEEZITVE
L. IRTECERREIHLREREZTREVE
W A — - a—RLEOBFEECEYEETK
EDEFIVERATRICLEZDHEWRED TS 528
Y, £, AV API—OyN2EHSDOFTER
EIIITEERETVWELL,

TAUHDEKRGERLREED—ATIX—U
MEHED =R - N—b X2 b2E, 1851F(C
R—=h2F4)N - 4TS5 —T, FEICDONTD
[Progress of the Age] LRBELEEFHZTVEED
HEFFERDLEDMAELRE, [Westward
the Course of Empire Leads Its Way (FEIZFE
EA3) | —COHEHT. BOABEHHEIEEL
RN IECOEERT A ARCHNE
YU, BEVWZOEZEZARAVELE, X bR A
KO T A ERNGESDOHRICHESTE
CHERERRTBZF ¥ RAICDVWTE /DT,

R=hFAN - SA4TSU—ZBILEDIE, "]
A PHBESHDBIEELEDEDSRR - U —4—
T, 7AVA Dz AMTESEDRRAZRHL.
HILEBITEY MM RITRBEO—AKMZZ LN
AL TULE, BODBISILER—H 4L 54T
S—(3, HEFOESOEHABESANDEEK®, R4
OEWVHRDRE., BEDREMNEEEZEZSTIES
LWERPERERBELTOVELAE, BE. ¥—H
AN SATZV—F, TAVHDEKEICEETHE
#HELUTRIEKREAREDOL I a 2 FEB LT
F9, £, TAUVIOHEELUVXEOFEREICBET
A&HMMEEDTVEE. . FRY. BELZEDE
Kizalb o a AERAOMAEICFIRESNTIVE
T

SH, =AM - SATSU—FLVEN
PHFOBRRELVAXBEZDOHOHEE L THRE
LELE, SX—UKREEY ML ARDF+ /%
ARNDBFREHRIC, LUZ<OEZEPTENFH
BaALO a ERROAESTHEDRIZEYT Y
Z)-FOsxy FCHRATALDICAY, EFRE
MURLER—HZAI - ZA4TZU—(E, FD
SHEMSIHIRENFMD ITHIY, LU—BOIEFH
BEEZBELTWET.

TMVAR - R—=DFAN AT —He
. ZAUADDOFEHDIEEAELTOXLIERRD
ERBITEE] THHAEEEVELTVET, £
LT, B, =—h &4 - S4T5U—(3, %R
BHREEDLSIC, BRICESEZLHT, EPRADIEE
FIsHMOERH), S, BENAHREZT. Th
ERREOL I a v OEBRELTWAEREDISK
L—avERBLEEEWDS 2L BROVEEDODHS
Z&ERDTT,

SX-UKEEY ML AE

T RNAR =NG4T~
fEf

var--zZ—=J)b-T—N—



Chronology

Major Events during Japan's Modernization and
Industrialization Process

United States Business, Economic & Technology
Timeline
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Dates in Japan were according to lunar calendar up to December 3, 1872.

1853
Jun. 3

1869
Dec. 25

1869

1870
Feb. 13

1871
Mar. 1

1872
Apr. 22

1872
Sept. 12

1872
Oct.

1873
Jun. 11

1875
Mar. 25

1877
Aug. 21

1887
Jan. 22
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Major Events during
Japan’s Modernization and
Industrialization Process

Commander-in-chief of the U.S. East India fleet,
Commodore Perry arrived as the U.S. delegate in Uraga
with four battle ships.

Telegraphic communication was opened between Tokyo
and Yokohama.

Izumi Yosuke and two others opened the business of
Jinriki-sha (a man-pulled cart) in Nihonbashi.

The Karafuto Bureau of Development is established.

Postal system was opened between Tokyo, Kyoto, and
Osaka.

Telegraphic communication was opened between Kyoto
and Osaka.

The opening ceremony of the railroad between Shinbashi
and Yokohama was held.

The government opened the Tomioka Silk Factory.

The First National Bank was established.

A telegraphic communication line was opened between
Tokyo and Aomori.

The first Domestic Industrial Exposition was held at Ueno
Park in Tokyo (until November 30).

The Tokyo Electric Light Company used the incandescent
lamps in Rokumeikan (the first electric light business).
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1887
Oct: 27

1888
Apr. 25

1890
Dec. 16

1891
Jan. 12

1896
Mar. 15

1904
Apr. 30

1911
Mar. 30

1921
Apr. 12

1923
Apr. 10

1925
Mar. 1

1927
Dec. 30

1936
May 29

1939
Mar. 27
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Major Events during
Japan’s Modernization and
Industrialization Process

Waterworks began to supply water in Yokohama (the first
modern waterworks).

The organization of cities, towns, and villages was
proclaimed.

Telephone system was started in and between Tokyo and
Yokohama.

The new system of weights and measures using the units
of Shaku and Kan was proclaimed.

Nippon Yusen Company began regular scheduled
European travel.

The St. Louis World’s Fair was held (until December 1).

Electric Utility Law was proclaimed.

The weights and measures system was switched to the
metric system.

The Gas Utility Industry Law was proclaimed.

JOAK, the Tokyo Broadcasting System Office, started
experimental broadcasting.

The subway was opened between Asakusa and Ueno
(the first subway in Japan).

Automobile Manufacturing Industries Law
was proclaimed.

The Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK) experimented
in cable television.



United States Business,
Economic & Technology Timeline

First passage through Erie Canal from Lake Erie to 1825
New York City Oct. 26
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad is chartered from Baltimore 1826
to Ohio River in Virginia Feb. 28
Cyrus McCormick patents his horse-drawn reaper 1834
Samuel Colt patents his revolving cylinder firearm 1836
Samuel Morse invents the first long distance electric 1843

telegraph line

First recorded cattle drive along the Chisholm Trail 1867
from Texas to Abilene, Kansas Sep. 3
George Westinghouse invents the compressed air 1868

brake for railroads

Golden Spike ceremony at Promontory Point, Utah 1869
celebrates linking of nation by rail May 10
Andrew Carnegie receives his first order for steel: 1875
2000 steel rails for the Pennsylvania Railroad Aug.

Alexander Graham Bell patents the electric telephone 1876
Thomas Edison patents the wax cylinder phonograph 1877
New York City’s Broadway transformed into “Great 1880
White Way,” lit by electricity for first time Dec. 20
George Eastman patents his Kodak roll film camera 1888

26

REICEITHEFR. &H.
XFAFEDELLFKE

IY—#E=a—T—omHEDESIY—ER
FiR

RIVT 4 ET - ANAAEKE, RIVTF 4 EFT~N
— DT MANAA - VN —BEOETERLE

YASR-wdI—3vo, BIC5IHESZNE
YRRICEET BT E IS

YZaT)b-albb, URIN—ZKICEET S
HEFEDG

YIZaT)lE-IR, VIOREHEERER
BB

B LSENOFHFARSEREATOTF YA~
AT RMT EV—CREOFEN

P3—=C-UzATAINDUA, SHERER
ERTL—FERH

A2MZ7OTY MU —-RA 2 FICT, KEH
ik EDRBERST AT —ITY - RNNA S
o B

WH/ET > RVa— - h—FF—. YO,
R DVIINZTEFELVIRBARF—)L2000
rERFE

FLOoY & —  HSNA N, BEROR
BAICRE T 2 45r 2 NS

=R -T2V, BE (DysR-2U»
=) EEHICETI2EFEDG

PVOERICEAHTATO—-FuoA4ICEE,
FOHF £ LT IGreat White Way] &FEE
haX5(1CHES5,

oa—C e AA—RATr, O—NT 4 IV A%EE
AT2a4vs - hASICEAT 24855058



United States Business,
Economic & Technology Timeline

Columbian Exposition in Chicago

J. Pierpont Morgan creates U.S. Steel, the world’s first
billion dollar company

Wright Brothers invent and fly the first gas-powered,
manned airplane

Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St. Louis

Henry Ford’s first Model T sold

Thomas Edison introduces the first talking motion
picture

U.S. Supreme Court orders break-up of Standard Oil

U.S. Federal Reserve Bank is formed

Panama Canal opens

Robert Goddard launches the first liquid-propelled
rocket

Stock Market Crash heralds the
Great Depression worldwide

Analog computer invented by Vannevar Bush at MIT

First DC-3 flight, the twin-engined airplane that
revolutionized commercial air travel

Hoover Dam completed providing power for the
rapidly-developing Southwest

First commercial television broadcast

1893

1901

1903
Dec. 17

1904

1908
Oct. 1

1910

1911
May 15

1913

1914
Aug. 15

1926

1929
Oct. 24

1930

1935
Dec. 17

1936
Mar. 1

1939
Apr. 20
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